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 Dear parent/carer        31/12/2020 

I hope you have managed to have a good and healthy Christmas break. 

I apologise for contacting you during the holidays and with a change at short notice. 

As you will know from recent news reports of escalating Covid cases and the change 

of our region to Tier 4, this is a rapidly changing landscape. After more 

announcements from the Prime Minister and Gavin Williamson of the Department for 

Education yesterday, and a meeting this morning with our Trust CEO, I have taken 

the decision to close school to children just on Monday January 4th. I am very sorry 

for this short notice and if any key workers are unable to arrange alternative care for 

their child, we could provide for a small group in school if necessary (please text to 

let me know if this is the case, on 07957309912). However, the rationale for this 

change is purely based on safety; that with rising risk, the new variant and local 

cases, it would be of enormous benefit to be able to test all of our 100 staff before 

they have any physical contact with the children. I feel that this clean start to the term 

would avoid any asymptomatic staff returning from any Christmas mixing, to 

unintentionally spread the virus in school, resulting in us having to ask you to keep 

your child off and self-isolate for 10 days. We will subsequently build in a regime of 

testing all staff on a weekly basis without impact on classes. 

I am therefore writing to inform you that there will be a change to your child’s return 

date to Tuesday 5th January 2021. Please liaise with your transport provider for the 

changes however, I will also share this letter with transport providers. 

There has been further guidance for children and adults who are in the Clinically 

Extremely Vulnerable category and although individuals are to be informed of this, 

the assumption is that those who were in this category earlier this month, will 

continue to be CEV whilst we are in Tier 4, and therefore will not be expected in 

school. 

The DfE have also issued guidance regarding schools delivering Lateral Flow Tests 

to some students from this term. Information is still incomplete especially for children 
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with additional needs, but this is based on students of Y7 onwards self-administering 

the tests. Clearly this is problematic for the majority of our students so this will not be 

rolled out at this stage. We will continue to listen carefully to updates on this part of 

the guidance and let you know of any changes affecting testing of children. 

I did not expect to have to contact you during the Christmas holidays and especially 

on New Year’s Eve, however, we are living in exceptional times and unfortunately 

this requires some exceptional actions in order to maximise the safety of our 

children, families and staff.  

As always, many thanks for your co-operation and support, and I wish you all a 

Happy, Healthy New Year. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
Head of School 
Saxon Hill Academy 


